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Abstract
The Disclosure of Intangible Assets in the Financial Reports of Companies
Listed on Palestine Stock Exchange.
This study aims at identifying the degree of the disclosure of intangible assets in the
financial reports of companies listed on Palestine stock exchange. It also aims at the
role of disclosing these assets in serving the users of such financial reports. It also
aims at identifying the international standards for treatment of intangible assets,
including the International Accounting Standard No. (38) “Intangible assets”, the
international standard for financial reporting No. 3 relevant business merger.
To achieve the above objectives, the study relied on the key method of analyzing
the content of the financial statements of companies listed on Palestine Stock
Exchange whose number (49) companies which represent the study population,
spread over five main sectors (banking and financial services - insurance - Industry -
Services - Investment). The sample of the study consisted of the (21) companies
disclosed its intangible assets. The unit of analysis consisted of analyzing 105 of
published financial reports for companies from 2010 to 2014.
Among the most important findings of this study is that the intangible assets
appeared in four key sectors in the stock market, namely, (Banks - Services -
Investment-Industry), and did not appear in the insurance sector.
The study also showed that the majority of listed companies adequately disclosed its
intangible assists in independent financial statements such as in banks and financial
services companies and the service sector companies. Other companies referred to
intangible assets in the context of the financial statements like those companies
working in the investment sector. The study also found that all listed companies in
Palestine stock market adopted the International Accounting Standard No. (38) and
the international standard for financial reporting number (3) for the accounting
treatment of intangible assets. These assets were disclosed in attachments of the
financial statements.
In light of the findings of the study, the study suggested a set of recommendations
including the need for increasing the interest of the listed companies on the Palestine
Stock Exchange to disclose their Intangible assets within the financial statements in
details and independently so as not to mislead users of those lists such as
shareholders and investors. The study also recommended the management of
Palestine Stock Exchange to encourage the listed companies to disclose in the
market’s disclosure requirements such as (annual financial reports — attachments to
financial statements).
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